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1			Only	1.4% of the total school population attend the 40 special schools in Northern Ireland (DENI 2015; nfer 
2011b), while 0.2% attend non-funded independent schools (nfer 2011b); there were 15 registered independent 
schools in 2013/2014 (DENI 2016), The Census of independent UK schools indicated that 5.4% of their pupils 
with Special Needs have been diagnosed with ‘ASD or Asperger’s Syndrome’ (Independent Schools Council 
2015, p.16). 
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Detailed	procedural	guidance	regarding	the	School	Leavers	Survey	is	available	(DENI,	2014).	Subject	to	disclosure	control,	figures	for	students	with	autism	were	aggregated	between	2008-2012.		
Further	Education	Statistical	Record	(FESR):	The	Further	Education	Statistical	Record	was	compiled	by	the	Northern	Irish	Department	for	Employment	and	Learning	(DEL)	to	monitor	the	Further	Education	sector	on	a	range	of	different	measures.	For	the	secondary	data	analysis,	figures	were	broken	down	along	some	key	variables,	including	ASD	designation,	i.e.,	students	with	autism	and	students	without	ASD,	academic	year,	age	band,	mode	of	attendance	(full-time	vs	part-time),	qualification	rate,	and	attendance	rate.	Department	for	Employment	and	Learning	(DEL)	figures	were	based	on	full-year	student	enrolments	analysed	in	accordance	with	the	Governmental	statistics	guidelines	(UK	Statistics	Authority,	January	2009).	However,	given	that	Further	Education	students	can	be	enrolled	on	more	than	one	course,	the	actual	student	numbers	may	differ	from	enrolment	figures.	Furthermore,	some	students	were	enrolled	for	part	of	the	year,	i.e.,	they	may	have	changed	or	dropped	out	of	a	course.	Students	were	not	required	to	declare	their	disability,	and	therefore	the	figures	may	underestimate	the	prevalence	of	ASD.	At	the	same	time,	students	with	autism	could	be	registered	under	‘learning	disability’	or	under	‘more	than	one	disability’	and	therefore	not	included	in	a	data	search	for	ASD,	which	could	further	underestimate	the	prevalence,	and	these	limitations,	which	are	beyond	the	control	of	the	authors,	will	be	discussed	later.	Finally,	in	accordance	with	Further	Education	Statistical	Record	(DEL,	December	2012a),	all	figures	were	rounded	up	or	down	to	the	nearest	5,	with	numbers	0,	1,	and	2	rounded	to	0.	
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Despite	the	increasing	numbers	of	students	with	autism	who	fulfil	their	educational	potential	in	Further	and	Higher	Education,	many	may	still	leave	school	without	obtaining	5	GCSE	passes	(A*-C)	or	equivalent,	have	had	extended	periods	of	absences	or	exclusions	from	school	(Ambitious	about	Autism	2014a;	Dillenburger,	Jordan	&	McKerr	2014),	and	are	likely	to	have	experienced	bullying	(Bancroft	et	al,	2012;	Sofronoff,	Dark,	&	Stone	2011).	For	these	students,	Further	and	Higher	Education	Institutions	are	not	accessible	and	specialist	colleges	have	developed	elsewhere	in	Europe	and	the	United	States.	For	example,	Rea	College	Pluryn	in	the	Netherlands	has	been	providing	vocational	education	for	students	with	disabilities	for	over	30	years	(Reichrath,	2013).	In	the	USA,	there	is	specific	legal	support	for	Third	Level	education	for	students	with	autism	through	the	Americans	with	Disabilities	Act	(ADA)	and	Section	504	of	the	Rehabilitation	Act	(Autism	Speaks	2014).	Some	colleges	offer	tailored	on-line	degrees	for	students	with	autism	(ibid.)	while	others	provide	support	programmes	across	a	range	of	courses	for	students	with	autism,	such	as	Marshall	University,	West	Virginia,	which	offers	a	‘positive	behaviour	support’	system	to	students	to	help	them	achieve	success	in	their	chosen	field	(Marshall	University	2014).	More	than	70	specialist	post-16	colleges,	including	those	specifically	for	students	with	challenging	behaviours,	exist	in	Great	Britain	(Association	of	National	Specialist	Colleges	[Natspec]	2014).	A	very	recent	development,	founded	specifically	for	students	with	autism,	is	Ambitious	College	in	London,	which	opened	in	September	2014	on	the	campus	of	Barnet	and	Southgate	College,	London	(Ambitious	about	Autism	2014b;	Ambitious	College	2015).	In	Ireland,	Dublin	City	University	is	aiming	to	become	the	first	European	autism	friendly	University	campus	(Harris,	2016).	




















































































































































RUNNING HEAD: POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION OF STUDENTS WITH AUTISM 
Figure 1: Qualifications of school leavers 
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Figure 4: Proportion of Further Education college enrolments made by students with ASD 
according to level of study in 2011/12. 
	




Figure 5: Proportion of Further Education college enrolments made by students with ASD 
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Figure 6: Proportion of Further Education college enrolments of students with ASD and 






Figure 7: Final year retention rates for students with ASD and students without ASD in 
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Figure 8: Final year achievement rates for students with ASD and students without ASD in 




Figure 9: Percentage of students with ASD within Higher Education Institution enrolments 
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Figure 10: Country of origin of students with ASD and students without ASD enrolments at 




Figure 11: Country of Higher Education Institution selected by students with ASD and 
students without ASD from NI  
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Figure 12: Higher Education Institution enrolments by subject area for students with ASD 
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Figure 13: Higher Education Institution enrolments by subject area for students with ASD 
and students without ASD in GB 
 
 
 
 
		
	
	
	
